
Parish Pastoral Plan 2025/2026 

Entering the newness of the hope inspired through our Jubilee observance, 

the theme for pastoral life amidst parish planning focuses on knowing and 

receiving the Holy Spirit.  

 

In reflection on the apostle’s words, "No one can say that Jesus is Lord except 

by the Holy Spirit." 1Cor 12, 31; we ask that our common efforts and sharing 

be directed toward embracing the Spirit's life. How is the Spirit manifesting a 

deeper joy in faith and service?  

 

Placing this focus on our priorities of parish legacy, parish school and faith 

formation, parish outreach in charity, and parish missionary sharing, 

different initiatives are announced within the seasons of Ordinary Time, 

Advent/Christmas, Ordinary Time/Lent and Easter/Ordinary Time.  

 

Ordinary Time: 

1. As the parish joins on Labor Day weekend and supports with the 

annual parish raffle, a special invitation is given to our seniors to be a 

‘St. Joseph Buddy’ with our school students at monthly mass each First 

Friday at St. Joseph School. 

2. Our parish/school plans the 250th anniversary of the first call to freedom 

for our nation with a special November Veteran’s service to be held at 

Carteret Performing Arts Center. 

3. Mittens, hats and scarves’ drive is begun in the fall 2025 for donation to 

our food pantry ministry and the ‘Bowl for Hunger’ day in support of 

local food pantries is promoted for all to attend. 

4. As part of Jubilee year 2025 fire, police, EMT and postal workers are 

gifted with home baked items as September celebrates the Blue Mass 

and ‘Patriots’ Day’, also free seats are reserved for those who can join 

from these civil servants’ groups on our diocesan pilgrimage, September 

20. 

 

Advent/Christmas 

1. With the closing of the Jubilee Year, a special dedication is made for 

our church foyer anticipating the next ‘Holy Door’ welcome in 2050 and 

an album is prepared with parishioners’ hopes and dreams for next 25 

years. 



2. A Christmas tree fundraiser of lit trees is introduced at the school 

property with a tree lighting and community sponsors together with 

families each participating with individual tree dedications. 

3. At Thanksgiving and Christmas our food pantry ministry encourages 

every parish family to qualify for a free turkey/ham from local 

supermarket and donate it in the spirit of charity. 

4. Parish calendars for 2026 together with poinsettia plants are brought to 

those who are homebound and the youth Christmas carolers accompany 

these visits. 

 

Ordinary/Lent 

1. Weekly series on the faith of the Apostles and the seven churches of 

Christianity are prepared over the beginning weeks of the new year for 

both afternoon and evening sessions. 

2. In gratitude for Bishop’s Annual Appeal our school holds a ‘penny war’ 

and ‘heads/tails’ dress down day with proceeds given to the campaign. 

3. A special coffee and tea drive is held for the food pantry to share during 

the cold season of winter 

4. Those who are preparing for Easter sacraments are invited to greet the 

parishioners after mass for weeks prior to the Rite of Election asking 

for prayers and remembrance. 

 

Easter/ Ordinary 

1. The parish announces a 3 day pilgrimage to St. Ann shrine, Canada 

with families invited to vacation as a parish. 

2. Our parish/school carnival includes every volunteer receiving spirit 

wear and a special booth to display and recruit new families 

3. Our food pantry ministry provides wicker baskets to families during 

March inviting all to arrive on Holy Saturday with their basket 

decorated and to receive the blessing of Easter food in church foyer. 

4. Corpus Christi procession in June asks the first communion children to 

walk in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and to carry pictures of 

their families as they walk. 

 


