
 

 

    
 

Departing Newark Airport  

 Pilgrimage to Rome  

Coliseum 

December 26-30, 2024 28 pilgrims traveled to Rome, Italy to complete the Jubilee indulgence. 
On behalf of the parish and our family life, the intentions of so many were received at the Holy Door of St. Peter’s 
Basilica.  
The time of visit and pray was filled with much gratitude and joy as the city was festive in the Christmas season. 
Pope Francis had recently opened the special Jubilee door at St. Peter’s and also at the local city prison. The      
presence of thousands of pilgrims making their way up the main street of Vatican City following the cross in front 
was very moving. 
At the tombs of St. Peter and St. Paul the group meditated on their heroic sacrifice and gift of our faith. The visit to 
the Catacombs where the tombs of many martyrs and many Christians of the early Church are found was a blessing 
with holy mass and a tour of the many underground         tunnels.  
The magnificent basilicas of St. Mary, St. John and St. Paul were truly unforgettable in their treasures of church  
architecture. The day spent at the Vatican Museums was filled with amazing sites including the Sistine Chapel, the 
artwork of the great masters and the different relics from the Roman Empire.  
Rome and the Vatican inspire us to be alive in our faith and never to forget God’s promises to strengthen and guide 
His Holy Church.  
 
26-30 de diciembre de 2024 28 peregrinos viajaron a Roma, Italia, para completar la indulgencia jubilar. 
En nombre de la parroquia y de nuestra vida familiar, las intenciones de tantos fueron recibidas en la Puerta Santa 
de la Basílica de San Pedro. 
El tiempo de visita y oración estuvo lleno de mucha gratitud y alegría ya que la ciudad estaba festiva en la          
temporada navideña. El Papa Francisco había abierto recientemente la puerta especial del Jubileo en San Pedro y 
también en la prisión local de la ciudad. La presencia de miles de peregrinos que se dirigían por la calle principal de 
la Ciudad del Vaticano siguiendo la cruz que estaba frente a ellos fue muy conmovedora. 
En las tumbas de San Pedro y San Pablo, el grupo meditó sobre su heroico sacrificio y el don de nuestra fe. La visita 
a las Catacumbas donde se encuentran las tumbas de muchos mártires y muchos cristianos de la Iglesia primitiva 
fue una bendición con la santa misa y un recorrido por los numerosos túneles subterráneos. 
Las magníficas basílicas de Santa María, San Juan y San Pablo fueron verdaderamente inolvidables en sus tesoros 
de arquitectura eclesiástica. El día que pasamos en los Museos Vaticanos estuvo lleno de lugares asombrosos,    
como la Capilla Sixtina, las obras de arte de los grandes maestros y las diferentes reliquias del Imperio Romano. 
Roma y el Vaticano nos inspiran a vivir nuestra fe y a no olvidar nunca las promesas de Dios de fortalecer y guiar a 
Su Santa Iglesia. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 
 

Dear Parish Family, 
Our quarterly Parish Newsletter profiles two of our active and             
accomplished youth Rooney Rodriguez and Justin Soria. They are our 
two parish youth nominated for St. Timothy Award. We congratulate 
them and see in their accomplishments the unlimited potential of our 
young people and their spirit for excellence and leadership. 
We welcome back  our Parishioners from their Pilgrimage to Rome this  
past December 26-30, 2024.  On behalf of the parish and our family life, 
the intentions of so many were received at the Holy Door of St. Peter’s 
Basilica. 
The time of visit and pray was filled with much gratitude and joy as the 
city was festive in the Christmas season.  
Please see our pictures as we share parts of our experience on page 4.  
God bless you all, 
Msgr. John 

 
MENSAJE DEL PASTOR 

 

Querida Familia Parroquial, 
Nuestro boletín parroquial trimestral presenta a dos de nuestros jóvenes 
activos y exitosos, Rooney Rodríguez y Justin Soria. Son nuestros dos 
jóvenes parroquiales nominados para el premio St. Timothy. Los        
felicitamos y vemos en sus logros el potencial ilimitado de nuestros    
jóvenes y su espíritu de excelencia y liderazgo. 
Damos la bienvenida nuevamente a nuestros feligreses de su              
peregrinación a Roma del 26 al 30 de diciembre de 2024. En    nombre 
de la parroquia y nuestra vida familiar, las intenciones de tantos fueron 
recibidas en la Puerta Santa de la Basílica de San    Pedro. 
El momento de visita y oración estuvo lleno de mucha gratitud y alegría 
ya que la ciudad estaba festiva en la temporada navideña. 
Vea nuestras fotos mientras compartimos partes de nuestra experiencia 
en la página 4. 
Dios los bendiga a todos, 
Mons. John 

Dates to Remember 2025  
January 26-31 Catholic Schools Week 
March 5 Ash Wednesday (Lent Begins)  
March  15  St Joseph Feast Day Raffle Drawing 
March 19 St Joseph Feast Day 
March 22  Bus Trip to Immaculate Conception Shrine, Washington DC 
April 12 Sprint Tricky Tray &  Bingo Fundraiser  
April 13 Palm Sunday 
April 20 Easter Sunday 
June 12-15 School Carnaval  

St Joseph Parish  

Mission Statement 

“In sincere gratitude 

and with grace in our 

hearts, St. Joseph      

parish calls God our 

one Father. His life is 

shown to us through  

Jesus as His Son and 

our Savior. In the Spirit 

of that same divine life 

we remember, profess 

and practice as a family 

of believers so that the 

Gospel may be light and 

leaven to our world.” 

VISION STATEMENT 

“St. Joseph parish and 

school seek to             

preserve a rich legacy 

of community life and 

love from its   century 

of  sharing and is        

committed to                    

excellence in             

formation and               

education, dedication 

in charity and service, 

and celebration in 

bonds of family and 

the blessings of our 

faith.” 



St. Joseph School 
 

 

 

Mission Statement  

The school community of St. Joseph gathers together 

in Christ to explore the richness of our faith, in our 

study of the created world and our part in it. We       

educate our students to become responsible, spiritual 

young adults who are respectful of themselves and 

The school community of Saint  Joseph gathers together in Christ to  explore the richness 
of our faith, in our study of  the created world and our part in it. We educate our students 
to become responsible, spiritual young adults who are respectful of themselves and      
others and who use their gifts and talents to make positive contributions to our church 
and the world.  

In our Eagles Preschool Program, children ages three (3) and four (4) experience the same learning   
environment as the older students. Not only do the children believe, achieve, serve, and succeed, but 
they are provided with a rich STREAM program that encourages them to reach their full potential.  

Become a Part of Our School Family 
 

Call today and schedule your tour at 732-541-7111 

PreK3 to 8th Grade  

Registration is now open for the 2025-2026 school year 

Spring Fundraiser, 
Bingo, Tricky Tray and 50/50 Raffle  

at Saint Joseph School Gymnasium  
In support of St Joseph Catholic School   

April 12th, 2025  
 $15.00 per ticket 

Must be 18 or over 
Bingo Games begin at  7:00 pm   
Bingo ticket Includes 1 book of 

 30 bingo game cards 
Tricky Tray ticket sales begin at 6:00pm  

(doors open at 5:30pm )  
All proceeds will be to support 

 St Joseph Catholic School 
For more information please call  

(732)541 - 7111 or (732) 541 - 8946 
—————————————- 

Recaudación de fondos de primavera, 
Bingo, Tricky Tray y Rifa 50/50 

en el gimnasio de la escuela Saint Joseph 
En apoyo de la escuela católica St Joseph 

12 de abril de 2025 
$15,00 por boleto 

Debe tener 18 años o más 
Para más información llame al 

(732)541 - 7111 o (732) 541 - 8946 

     
        Teen Spotlight  

 Congratulations to our Youth! 
Rooney Rodriguez and Justin Soria are our two parish youth nominated for St. Timothy 
Award. This award is given annually by our bishop to deserving  youth who give  
selflessly on behalf of the parish and faith. 
Both Rooney and Justin have served each week over the past several years during    
Sunday and daily masses. They are eager to learn and ready to help. They take time to 
prepare with extra moments before the Eucharist and joining their families when special 
assemblies and retreat days are held. 
Rooney is enrolled at Perth Amboy High School and Justin is a student at Carteret High 
School. They both enjoy soccer and video games. They participate as well with the    
parish youth group during fundraisers and service opportunities. They join in              
volunteering at the Food Pantry and help with catechism when needed. 
Both Rooney and Justin are most deserving of this award given because the example of 
faith in action is exemplary. 
Congratulations to you both and God Bless you in your future, may it be filled with much 
peace and success. 

 

 St Timothy Award Nominees 
 

 
 
 

Nominados al premio San Timoteo 
Justin Soria a la izquierda 

Rooney Rodríguez a la derecha 
 

   
¡Felicitaciones a nuestra Juventud! 
Rooney Rodríguez y Justin Soria son nuestros dos jóvenes parroquiales nominados para 
el Premio San Timoteo. Este premio es otorgado anualmente por nuestro obispo a       
jóvenes merecedores que dan desinteresadamente en nombre de la parroquia y la fe. 
Tanto Rooney como Justin han servido cada semana durante los últimos años durante 
las misas dominicales y diarias. Están ansiosos por aprender y listos para ayudar. Se    
toman el tiempo para prepararse con momentos adicionales antes de la Eucaristía y    
reunirse con sus familias cuando se llevan a cabo asambleas especiales y días de retiro. 
Rooney está inscrito en la escuela secundaria Perth Amboy y Justin es estudiante en la 
escuela secundaria Carteret. A ambos les gusta el fútbol y los videojuegos. También   
participan con el grupo de jóvenes de la parroquia durante las recaudaciones de fondos 
y las oportunidades de servicio. Se unen al voluntariado en la despensa de alimentos y 
ayudan con el catecismo cuando es necesario. 
Tanto Rooney como Justin son los más merecedores de este premio, que se otorga    
porque el ejemplo de fe en acción es ejemplar. 
Felicidades a ambos y que Dios los bendiga en su futuro, que esté lleno de mucha paz y 
éxito. 

 

Justin Soria on the Left 
Rooney Rodrugiduez on the Right 


